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is raised with some boiled rice in a large earthen pot,
and taken at night round the village by the Totl, and
sprinkled on the ground. The Madigas go with him
carrying torches and beating tom-toms. The object of
this ceremony is, as usual, to keep off evil spirits,
Yelahanka. Pujamma is especially the goddess of
the Madigas in these parts, and the buffalo sacrifice
forms an important part of the annual festival whenever
she is worshipped. At a group of villages some ten
miles from Bangalore, near Yelahanka, I found that she
was represented by no image, but by a small earthen
lamp, which is always kept lighted.
Shri?ie near Bangalore. At one shrine on the out-
skirts of Bangalore, where there are seven god-
desses, viz. Annarnma, the presiding goddess, Chandes-
varamma, Mayesvaramma, Maramma (the goddess
of cholera), Udalamma (goddess of swollen necks),
Kokkalamma (goddess of coughs), and Sukhajamma
(goddess of small-pox and measles), the fire-walk-
ing ceremony forms an important part of the annual
festival, which lasts for ten days. A trench is dug
in front of the shrine about thirty feet long, five
feet wide and one-and-a-half feet deep, and washed with
a solution of cow-dung, to purify it. About thirty seers
of boiled rice are then brought on the fifth day of the
festival, and offered to the goddess before the trench.
It is all put into the trench and some ten seers of curds
are poured over it and then distributed to the people,
who eat some on the spot and some at home. A cart-
load of firewood is then spread over the trench, set
alight and left to burn for about three hours, till the
wood becomes a mass of red-hot embers. When all is
ready, the people assemble, and the pujari, whose turn
it is to conduct the worship, first bathes to purify
himself, and then, amid the deafening din of trumpets,
tom-totns, and cymbals, and the dapping of hands,
walks with bare feet slowly and deliberately over the,
glowing embers the whole length of the trench towards
the shrine of the seven goddesses. After him about
thirty or forty women walk over the red-hot embers